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Injured While Under the Influence

Steep Risks When Youth Drink

A national survey reported that 13 percent of youths, aged
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people, 12 percent of teens aged 15 to 17 reported —
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drinking or using drugs. In addition, 24 percent reported S L

that because of their substance use, they had “done Age of Drinking Onset, y

more” sexually than they had planned.” Me.of Respandents
e Teenage girls who are heavy drinkers are five times 10 B45 1507 3155 2887 Se53 2213 207 715

more likely than nondrinkers to engage in sexual
intercourse and a third less likely to use condoms,
which can result in pregnancy and sexually transmitted
diseases.”

Underage drinking is linked to an increased risk of
fatalities and unintentional injuries.
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If drinking is delayed until age 21, a child’s risk of

serious alcohol related problems is decreased by 70
percent. If drinking is not delayed until 21, research
shows that youth are more likely to develop alcohol
problems.®
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